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CONEIDENTIAL SEOUL 1669 
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TAGS: OVIP, VS, KS 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT THIEU TO VISIT ROK 

1 . EOREIGN MINISTER KIM YONG SHIK INFORMED ME TODAY THAT, 

AT REQUEST OF GVN, PRESIDENT THIEU WILL VISIT ROK ON APRIL 1 1 
AND 12. THIS WILL COME AT TAIL END OF THIEU' S TRIP TO U. S„ 

VATICAN AND BONN. 

2. PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO ALLOW THIEU TO EXPRESS VIETNAMESE 
APPRECIATION FOR ROK SUPPORT IN THE PAST. THIEU ALSO INDICATED 
DESIRE TO DISCUSS RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM IN SOUTH VIET- NAM IN 
LIGHT OF KOREA' S EXPERIENCE WITH SIMILAR PROBLEMS. IMPLICATION 
WAS THAT THERE WOULD ALSO BE DISCUSSION OE POSSIBLE ROK ROLE 
IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM. 

3. EOREIGN MINISTER SAID IT WAS NOT PLANNED TO ANNOUNCE PROPOSED 
VISIT UNTIL AROUND THE END OE THIS MONTH BUT ROKG WOULD DEFER 
TO GVN WISHES IN THIS REGARD. 

HABIB 
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